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Verification of Technology on Use of Napier Silage as Roughage

in Small Dairy Farm
Borwon Seanaket ’  Somsak Poathong z Viroj Ritruechai ”

Abstract

The project was aimed to study on the adoption of dairy farmer on use of napier
silage with concentrate for dairy cows at Huay Sai Royal Development Study Center,
Thumbol Samphraya Cha-am District, Petchaburi Province during March 2006 — April
2007. The collection of secondary data of physiological, biological, Socioeconomic of the
farmers at Thumbol Samphraya Amphor Cha-Am Petchaburi Province. Ten volunteer dairy
farmers were interviewed about their physiological, biological, economical and social
characteristics, farm management, problem and restrict condition and farmer’s attitude of
napier silage using for dairy cows.

The result showed that all farmers raised the crossbred Holstein Friesian dairy cow
in average 23.2 head per farm. Each farm had 13.7 milking cows. The labor use per farm
was 2 labors and average 3.3 rai of pasture per farm. Most of the farmers use of
pineapple peal, corn silage and rice straw fed to dairy cows and supplement with
commercial concentrate. The dairy cows were fed with Napier silage and concentrate had
milk yield (4% FCM) were 15.50 kilograms/head/day, total dry matter feed intake were
12.46 kilograms/head/day (5.72 kg. of silage, 6.74 kg. of concentrate ) The total feed cost
per kilogram of milk yield was 6.17 bath. The profit from 1 kilogram of milk price (deleted
only feed cost) were 5.08 baht . Most of the farmers accepted on use of napier silage fed
to dairy cows, as the cow prefered to eat napier silage contributing to a good health of
cows and the quality of milk and milk yield were higher than the cow were fed with

pineapple peal. Farmers will purchase silage if the price is lest 1.25 baht/kg.

Key words : Napier Silage, Dairy Cows, Small Holder

Research Project No. 47(1)(47:18)-0514 -061
YRoi - et Animal Nutrition Development Station, Roi - et Province.
?Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research Center, Petchaburi Province.

YSkornakorn Animal Nutrition Development Station, Skornakorn Province.
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