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Forage yield and Quality of 5 Accessions of Brachiaria spp. at Different Plant Spacing

Ganda Nakamanee” Chaisang Phaikaew”  Sasithon Thinnakhon” Saranya \/orajeravanichﬂ

Abstract

An experiment to determine annual forage yield of 5 accessions of Brachiaria spp. at 2
different plant spacing was conducted at Nakhonratchasima Animal Nutrition Research and
Development Center, from June 2000 — June 2003. Treatments were arranged in 5x2 Factorial in
Randomized complete block design.

The results showed that average dry matter yield from B. brizantha CIAT 16212 was
3,163 kg/railyear higher (p<0.05) than B. decumbens cv. Basilisk and B. ruziziensis xB.
decumbens CIAT 36060 which gave dry matter yield of 2,732 and 2,465 kg/railyear,
respectively. B. ruziziensis x B.brizantha cv.Mulato, and B. brizantha CIAT 26318 gave dry
matter yield of 2,814 and 2,899 kg/rai/year, respectively . Dry matter yield of the latter two were
not significant different from B. brizantha CIAT 16212 . The highest protein yield was obtained
from B. brizantha CIAT 16212 (293 kg/rai/year). Dry matter vyield obtained from 2 plant
spacing were not significant different accessions were significant different. Dry matter yield
from 2 plant spacing were 2,853 and 2,776 kg/rai/year. Protein yield from 2 plant spacing were
not significant different (228 — 229 kg/rai/year).Crude protein content of the 5 accessions were

7-9%

Keywords : Forage yield Forage quality Brachiaria spp  Plant spacing

Technical document No. 49(3) — 0514 - 055
¥ Nakhonratchasima Animal Nutrition Research and Development Center

4 Forage Crop Research Group, Division of Animal Nutrition, Department of Livestock Development
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Exchangeable K (ppm) 479.2
Exchangeable Ca (ppm) 2,767.0
Exchangeable Mg (ppm) 650.5
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