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Commercial Fodder Production of Digitaria eriantha in 2004

Saney Kunna’  Sukhum Sukasame® Sukanya Kamphayan/

Abstract

The study on commercial fodder production of Pangola grass (Digitaria eriantha) by
smallholder farmers was conducted in 2004 to complied information of production cost and
returns, in order to help farmer’'s decision on cultivation of Pangola grass as one of farmer’s
occupation. The data of soilage production were collected from 2-3 years experienced farmers,
8 farmers of Prachuapkirikhan and 4 farmers of Phetchaburi. The data of hay production were
collected from 2-3 years experienced farmers, 25 farmers of Suphanburi and 8 farmers of
Chainat. The results showed that the average of planting area was 10.5 rai with 5.67 cutting
time/year, farmers obtained average fresh yield of 14,241.67 kg./rai. At the selling price of 0.58
Baht/kg. fresh forage, farmers got average income of 8,068.75 Baht, while the average cost of
production was 3,928.84 Baht/rai/year. Therefore they obtained the benefit at 4,139.91
Baht/rai/lyear. For hay production, average planting area, cutting, yield, price, income, cost and
benefit were 16.39 rai, 4.64 time/year, 4,094.70 kg./rai, 2.23 Baht/kg., 9,065.36, 4,917.19,
4,148.17, Baht/rai/year, respectively. The major constraints of hay production were insufficient of

harvest machine and hay storage. The long rainy period cause less time to produce hay.

Keywords : Digitaria eriantha  Soilage  Hay

Technical Document No. 48(3)-0514-272
! Nakomphanom Animal Nutrition Development Station, Thautain district, Nakomphanom Province.

# Animal Feed and Forage Management System Section, Animal Nutrition Division, DLD
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