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Performance of Male Thai Native Cattle Under Grazing on Setaria sphacelata and

Stylosanthes guianensis CIAT 184 Pastures in Surat Thani Province

Seaksan Suankool” Arnuparp Sengsaiz Supawanchakri Polmeesak”

Abstract

The experiment was conducted to determine the effect of rotational grazing of native
cattle on Setaria pasture and Thapra stylo pasture at Suratthani Animal Nutrition Research and
Development Center. Twelve male native bulls (12-15 months) were arranged by group
comparision. Group 1, Six native bulls were allocated on rotational grazing of 9 rai of Setaria
pasture which was divided into 6 paddocks, each paddock was grazed in 5-day period by
keeping the bulls in Setaria pasture from 8.00 am. — 18.00 pm. Group 2,Six native bulls were
allocated on rotational grazing of 6 rai of Setaria pasture and 3 rai of Thapra stylo pasture which
were divided into 6 paddocks, each paddock was grazed in 5-day period by keeping the bulls
in Setaria pasture from 8.00 am. — 16.00 pm.After that the bulls were took turn to Thapra stylo
pasture from 16.00 pm. — 18.00 pm. The trial period was 487 days.

The result showed that dry matter yield of was ranged Setaria grass between 4,046-
5,596 kg./rai, sufficient for 6 native bulls about 13 months. dry matter yield Thapra stylo of was
about 1,105 kg./rai, sufficient for 6 native bulls in 5 months. It was found that average daily gain
of the cattle grazed on Setaria grass and Thapra stylo was higher than that of Setaria
grass(p<0.05) (446.27 and 383.98 gram/head/day respectively) From 1* - 5" month of the trial
which Thapra stylo were sufficient for 6 cattle. It was found that average daily gain of cattle in
group 2 was about 610.20 gram/head/day higher than the cattle in group 1(480.88
gram/head/day). Average net income of group 2 was 2,361 bath/rai/year higher than that of
group 1(1,239 bath/rai/year).

Keywords : Native cattle  Setaria sphacelata  Stylosanthes guianensis Grazing

Research Project No. 47(1)(47:7) — 0514 - 028
* Suratthani Animal Nutrition Research and Development Center.
# Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research and Development Center.

¥ Yasotorn Animal Nutrition Development Station.
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