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Use of Creeping Signal Grass (Brachiaria humidicola) and

Thapra Stylo(Stylosanthes guianensis CIAT 184) as Roughage for Beef Cattle

Sakda Prajakboonjetsaday Jurirat Ngendangl/ Pirom Bruakeaw”

Abstract

Use of creeping signal grass (Brachiaria humidicola) and Thapra Stylo (Stylosanthes
guianensis CIAT 184) as Roughage for Beef Cattle was. Fifteen male 244 kg. of average body
weight were randomly allocated in feeding-lot into five experimental groups of Randomized
Complete Block Design. Each group received roughage as followed : group 1 creeping signal
grass hay, group 2 creeping signal grass hay with Thapra Stylo hay (3:1), groups 3 creeping
signal grass hay with Thapra Stylo hay (1:1), groups 4 creeping signal grass hay with Thapra
Stylo hay (1:3) and group 5 Thapra Stylo hay. Every groups were supplemented with
concentrate at the rate of 1% of body weight throughout the duration of the experiment 90 days.
The result had shown that the average daily gain (542, 726, 970, 1,018 and 1,090 g./head/day,
respectively), total dry matter feed intake (6.91, 7.05, 9.94, 7.68 and 7.53 kg./head/day,
respectively), feed conversion ratio (12.76, 11.15, 7.14, 7.55 and 7.02 respectively), a reward
(948, 1,230, 2,558, 2,514 and 2,718 baht/head/day, respectively) and cost of feed/kilogram of
gain (32.82, 31.66, 22.0, 23.69 and 23.61 baht/kg.)  Growth performance and feed cost of
group 3, 4 and 5 do not significant different were higher difference than group 1 and 2 (P<0.05).

Therefor, the legume supplementation for low quality hay should be at least 50% by weight.

Keywords : Signal grass Thapra stylo Beef cattle

Research Project No. 44(1)-0514-047
Y Narathiwat and Delovmant Animal Nutrition Research Center, Takbai Narathiwat.

2/'I'hepa Livestock Breeding Station, Thepa Songkhla.
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