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Verification of Palatability of Quality Hay for Dairy Calf

Parinya Chararachata® Arnuphab Sangsaiz/ Somsak Poathongz/

Abstract

The experiment was conducted to compare the palatability of 5 grasses hay at 21 days
of cutting for 4 male calves. The 5 grasses hay used in this study were Digitaria
eriantha(pangola grass), Brachiaria ruziziensis(ruzi grass), Pennisetum purpureum cv. Mott
(dwarff napier), Panicum maximumTD58(purple guinea) and Setaria sphacelata cv.
Splenda(setaria) . The 5 grasses hay were free choice fed (ad libitum) during 21 days to 5
months. The feeding trail lasted for 150 days.

It was found that the palatability from 5 grasses hay in the same cutting period are
difference during 21 to 3 months of males calves. The palatability of dry matter intake of
pangola grass are higher than another grasses. During 3 to 5 months of male calves the
palatability of dry matter intake from 5 grasses hay are not difference. The male calves fed with
grasses hay about 706 grams/head/day during 2 - 3 months. The average daily gain of male
calves were 507 gram/head/day with feed conversion ratio of 3.95. The dry matter intake were

2.73 kilogram/head/day. The total feed cost were 3,078.84 bath per head.

Keywords : Dairy cow Palatability ~Calf hay

Research Project No. 47(1)(47/2)-0514-064
Y Nongkhai Animal Nutrition Development Station, Sakrai, Nongkhai Province.

4 Petchaburi, Animal Nutrition Research and Development Center, Petchaburi Province.
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