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Effects of Cutting Interval and Grass Species on Yield and Quality of Hay

Arnuphab Sengsail/ Parinya Chararachata”  Somsak Poathongl/

Abstract

The effects of cutting interval and grass species for good quality hay making, were
studied during April 2003-April 2005 at Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research and Development
Center. Split plot in Randomized Complete Block Design was used with 4 replications. Main plot
consisted of 3 grass species : Panicum maximum TD58, Setaria  sphacelata cv. Splenda
(hybrid) and Digitaria erientra. Sub plot consisted of 3 cutting intervals, at 2, 4 and 6 weeks.

The result showed that there were no significant differences (P>0.05) on forage dry
matter yield (1,360.4 — 1,512.1 Kg./rai) and crude protein content (8.5 — 9.5 %) in all grass
species. However, the leaf : stem ratio of D. erientra cut at 2 weeks interval (1.4:1) was higher
than the others. P. maximum cut at 2 weeks interval gave the shortest time for drying (2.8 days).
The longer cutting intervals (from 2 to 4, 6 weeks) showed the significant higher dry matter yield

while lower crude protein content in all grasses species (P<0.05).

Keywords : Hay Panicum maximum TD58 Setaria sphacelata cv. Splenda (hybrid)

Digitaria erientra Cutting interval

Research Project No.46(1) — 0514 — 028
v Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research and Development Center, Petchaburi Province.

# Animal Feed and Forage Management system Section, Animal Nutrition Division,DLD, Bangkok.
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