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Use of Cassava Hay in Total Mixed Ration for Lactating Cows.

Sumon Pojun Y Arnuphab Sengsai z Prasert Pojun ¥

Abstract

This experiment had been conducted to determine the effect of using cassava
hay (tops and leaves) in total mixed ration (TMR) on milk production of lactating cows. Eight of
75% crossbred of Holstein Friesian cows were randomly according to lactation period and
average of milk yield per day into 2 groups with 4 replications. Group ; the cows were fed
roughage (dried ruzi grass) ad lib and supplemented with concentrate (17 % protein) at the rate
of 1 kilogram per 2 kilogram of milk yield. Group 2; received with TMR at the rate of 3.5 % of
body weight per day by four times a day. The cows were fed individually during 120 days of
testing.

The result had shown that cassava hay composed of dried tops and leaves can
be used in TMR for milking cows because of no significant difference (P > 0.05) between 2
groups in term of total dry matter feed intake, milk yield at 4 % FCM, feed conversion ratio, milk
qualities and also feed cost per kilogram of milk yield at 4 % FCM. The profit from 1 kilogram of
milk price (deleted only feed cost) of the group fed with TMR was higher than the group fed with
roughage and concentrate supplement (7.43 VS 6.71 baht/kg, respectively) (P < 0.05)

Research project No. 43 (1)- 0514 - 008
1/ Animal Nutrition Research Group. Animal Nutrition Division
2/ Phetchaburi Animal Nutrition Research and Development Center, Phetchaburi Province.

3/ Tubkwang Technology transfer and Research Center, Regional Bureau of Animal Health and Sanitary1.
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