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Use of Thapra Stylo (Stylosanthes guianensis CIAT 184) Hay for Beef Cattle

Chinda Snitwongﬂ Therdsak Chomchuenchit Kumpee Pugdeethaiy

Abstract

The experiment was conducted to study thapra stylo hay levels : 0, 25, 50 and
75 percentage by weight mixed with grass hay as the basal roughage on the performance of
Brahman beef cattle. Using 20 male Brahman steers of 218 kgs. of weight and were arranged in
randomized complete block design with 5 replications and 4 treatments. The animals were kept
individually where 2.0 kg/head/day of 16 % CP concentrate supplement fed with the roughage
and drinking water were provided ad /ibitum. The feeding trial was lasted for 150 days.

From this trial the rhode hay contained on DM basis 8.03 % CP which was good
quality of roughage. Thapra stylo hay had 12.51 % CP of DM which had slightly low quality and
low palatability when the increasing of thapra stylo hay proportion was use. The results
indicated that no significant differences were found among treatment means in average daily
gain (564 VS 523, 527, 504 gm/head/day, respectively), average total dry matter feed intake
(6.44 VS 6.43, 6.44, 6.33 kg/head/day, respectively) and feed conversion ratio (11.42 VS 12.29,
12.14, 12.56 kg, respectively). The cost of feed from the cattle feeding grass hay only was
lower than the cattle fed the varoius combination of grass and legume hay feeding. Hence, the
legume supplementation for the basal roughage was not properly in the case that the cattle

received a good quality of roughage feeding.

Research project No. 44(1) -0514-006
1/ Division of Animal Nutrition, DLD, Bangkok, 10400.
2/ Lumpayaklang Livestock Research and Breeding Center, Nakonratchasima.

3/ Pakchong Animal Nutrition Research Center, Nakonratchasima,
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