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The Test of Silage Making and Silage Using in Small Dairy Farm

Samran Wijitphan Y Opas Rodchompoo Z Witthaya Sumamal Z
Tospol Phongjan ¥

Abstract

This project was aimed to study on the adoption of dairy farmer to silage
making in small plastic bag and its utilization in the farm during forage shortage or dry
season. The collection of secondary data of physiological , biological, economical and
social characteristics of the farmers in Namphong district were analyzed to select the
sample farmer to make and use the silage in their own farm. Eleven volunteer dairy
farmers were interviewed about their physiological, biological, economical and social
characteristics, farm management, problem and restrict condition, and farmer’s principle
though of silage making and silage using . Silage quality and the production cost of
silage were also discussed.

The result showed that all farmers raised the crossbred Holstein-Friesian
dairy cow in average 23.4 head per farm. Each farm had 10 milking cows. The cattle
were raised with 2.7 labors in area 15.8 rais by cut and carry and grazing system. The
commercial concentrate was fed to the cattle and supplement with rice bran, cassava
chip and mineral block. In rainy season, cut and carry system were feed to the cows,
some farm also used grazing system. In dry season, the farmer let the cattle graze in the
pasture and supplement with urea treated rice straw or rice straw or corn stem or
sorghum stem or silage etc; in night time. Most of the farmers accepted the easy way to
make by 1-2 in family labors. The production cost of silage was 31.30 baht per bag. The
farmers accepted and prefered to use silage to feed to the cows, as the cow prefered to
eat and the quality of milk and milk yield were maintained in longer time. They have
produced silage 46.4 bags per each, and next year they will produce 50-300 bags of

silage.

Research Project No. 42 — 0514-008
1/ Nong Khai Animal Nutrition Development Station, Muang District, Nong Khai Province, 43000
2/ Khon Kaen Animal Nutrition Research and Development Center, Muang District, Khon Kaen Province, 40260.

3/ Mahasarakham Animal Nutrition Development tation, Chiang Yeun District, Mahasarakham Province, 44160.
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