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Intensive Pasture Management of Purple Guinea Grass for Small Dairy Farms.

Somsak Poathong” Viroje Ritreuchai” Parinya Jarayrachataﬂ

Abstract

On farm research on using intensive pasture management of purple guinea grass
for milking cows by small farmer was conducted at Thumbol Sampraya Amphor Cha-am
Petchaburi province during April 2000 — September 2001.

The objective of this experiment was to study (1) Adoption of farmers to used
intensive pasture management of purple guinea grass for milking cows (2) Production cost
of purple guinea grass and production cost from milking cows which uses of purple guinea
grass as roughage.

The results showed that purple guinea grass which cutting at every 30 day
gave about 4,210 kg/rai/year of total dry matter yields and the production cost are about
1.50 bath/kilogram. The milking cows were fed with purple guinea grass gave the average
yield, at 4% FCM, feed cost per unit of milk production and profit from 1 kg. of milk yield
were 13.85 kg./head/day 3.74 bath and 7.76 bath respectively.

In the opinion of farmer on used of intensive management of purple guinea
grass as roughage for milking cows. The farmer satisfied with high production of purple
guinea grass, easy to grow by seed, perenial grass, good palatability and gave more profit.
The yield of purple guinea grass (2.5 rai) is sufficient for 4 dairy cows raising through the

year.

Research Project No. 43(1)-0514-006
1/ Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research and Development Center, Chaum District Petchaburi province, 76120.

2/ Animal Feed and Forage Management System Section, Animal Nutrition Division, DLD, Bangkok. 10400.
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