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Use of Vetiver Grass Silage as Basal Roughage for Cattle*
Pensri  Sornprasitti v Prachya Prachyalak v Viroje Wanasitchaiwat Z

Abstract

Two groups of five crossbred Holstein Friesian males were fed individually with
the experimental diets as follows: animals in group 1 received vetiver grass silage with 10%
molasses while those in group 2 received ruzi grass with 5% molasses silage. Both groups
were fed ad libitum and supplemented with concentrates (16% CP) at the rate of 1 percent of
concentrate per 100 kg body weight throughout the duration of the experiment of 90 days.
Animals on vetiver silage exhibited significantly lower average daily gain (P<0.05) than those on
ruzi silage (561.44 vs 771.22 gm/head/day). The differences on average dry matter feed intake
(6.25 vs 6.44 kg/head/day) and feed efficiency (10.64 vs 9.27) of the cattle fed with vetiver
silage and ruzi silage were not statistically significant (P>0.05). The feed cost for the cattle fed
vetiver silage, which was 33.60 baht/kg weight gain, was not significantly different from that of

ruzi which was 29.33 baht/kg weight gain (P>0.05).

* Research Project No. 44(1)-0514-008
" Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research Center, Amphur Cha-Am, Petchaburi Province

Z Animal Nutrition Research Section, Animal Nutrition Division
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