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The Utilization of Pineapple Leaves or Rice Straw in Total Mixed Ration

for Fattening Cattle®

Prachya Prachyalak1 Pensri Sornprasitti1 Viroj Wanasitchaiwat *

Abstract

The experiment was conducted to determine the effect of using pineapple
leaves in total mixed ration (TMR) for fattening cattle, 12 male Brahman cattle with average
initial weight of 248 kilograms were divided into 2 groups with 6 replications. Group 1 the
cattle fed pineapple leaves in TMR, group 2 the cattle fed rice straw in TMR. The two total
mixed rations had crude protein 12.5%, TDN 66% and crude fiber 16% given the rate of
2.5% by body weight. The feeding trial was lasted for 168 days, the finished steers were
slaughtered to study carcass characteristics.

The result showed that pineapple leaves can be used in total mixed ration for
fattening cattle. The cattle fed pineapple leaves in TMR, and the cattle fed rice straw in TMR
had average daily gain were 0.97 and 0.95 kilogram/head/day, dry matter feed intake were
7.44 and 7.50 kilogram/head/day, feed efficiency were 7.67 and 7.89 and feed cost were

5,325 and 5,808 Baht/head, respectively which no significant differences (P>0.05).

* Research Project No. 42 — 0514 - 001
1 Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research Center, Petchaburi Province.

2 Animal Nutrition Research Section, Animal Nutrition Division.
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