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Effect of Feeding Paspalum spp. as the Roughage — based Diet on Growth

Performance of Beef Cattle*

Chinda Snitwong1 Nathavut Purintrapiban2 Chaleow  Srichoo’

Abstract

The study was conducted to find out the effect of two Paspalum spp. hay as
roughage — based diet on weight gain and feed consumption ratio in growing castrated
cattle. Fourteen crossbred (Brahman x Native) growing cattle were assigned randomly into
2 groups depend on average body weight. Group | were fed on Paspalum plicatulum hay
ad libitum and group Il were fed on Paspalum atratum hay ad libitum . Cattle in each
group was supplemented with 16% crude protein concentrate of 1.5% of body weight. The
water was provided ad libitum and the feeding period was 151 days.

The result showed that there were significant different (P<0.05) on average
daily gain between two groups (0.761 vso 0.884 kg/head/day) There were no significant
different on average dry matter feed intake (8.16 vs 8.44 kg/head/day), feed consumption
and feed cost per 1 kg. of increasing weight gain between two group. It concluded that two
Paspalum spp. can be used as basal roughage for cattle but need to adequate of feed

supplement .

* Research Project No. 40-0514-025
1 Division of Animal Nutrition, DLD, Bangkok 10400
2 Pattalung Provincial Livestock Office.

3 Nakornsrithummarate Animal Nutrition Research Center
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