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Utilization of Desmanthus virgatus in Sheep*.

Wiraphon Phunphiphatl/ Ganda Nakamanee 2/

Chirawat Khemsawat 3/

Abstract

Utilization of Desmanthus virgatus in sheep was studied at Chainat Animal

Nutrition Research Center during December 1992 - April 1993. Twenty sheeps were

randomly allocated into five experimental groups of Randomized Complete Block Design.

Each group recieved fresh Desmanthus virgatus at 0, 25, 50, 75 and 100% mixed with

fresh Napier grass for a period of 100 days. Increasing levels of Desmantus virgatus

resulted on increasing growth rate of sheep. Growth rates of sheep consumed

Desmanthus virgatus 100 and 75 % were higher than 50 , 25 and 0% (P<0.05). Feed

intakes were not showed any difference (P>.05) among the groups. It was in the range
of 13.2-16.9 % B.W. (2.61-3.35 % B.W. on dry matter basis). Feed conversion of sheep feed

with 100% Desmanthus virgatus (14.60) was better than 0 and 25% Desmanthus virgatus

group (37.30 and 31.12). Feed conversions of sheep feed with 50 and 75% Desmanthus
virgatus were not significant difference (P>.05) from other groups. So that we could be use

fresh Desmanthus virgatus 100 % to feed sheep because it was growth rate and feed

conversion better than the others. There was low cost of meat production.

* Research Project No. 35-0513-089

1/ Chainat Animal Nutrition Research Center.

2/ Pakchog Animal Nutrition Research Center.

3/ Division of Animal Nutrition, Department of Livestock Development.
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