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Palm Kernel Cake as Feed Supplement for Beef Cattle*

Chinda Snitwong " Nuthvut Burinthapiban # Chaleow Srichoo ¥

Abstract

Eighteen crossbred Brahman steers of average initial weight 199 kg were used in
randomized complete block design. The steers were divided into 3 groups of 6 animals each.
Animals were house individually, clean water and mineral were available supplements at 1.5
percentage of body weight per head per day. Palm kernal cake (PKC) was used to replace the
commercial concentrate feed (12% CP) at the level of 0 50 and 100 percentage of feed
supplements. The feeding trial was lasted for 180 days.

The results showed that there was no significant difference among groups in term of
total dry matter feed intake of steers. Average daily gain and feed conversion ratio of steers fed
feed supplements containing 50 and 100% of PKC as feed supplement were significant different
between the treatment means, but both of them were not statistically different between the
concentrate supplement only treatment. However, the feed cost/kg gain of steers fed feed
supplement containing 50 and 100% of PKC were lower than the feeding concentrate only. It
was concluded that the use of PKC at the level of 50-100% of feed supplement for beef cattle

could reduce the price of feed supplement and there by the cost of production.

*  Research Project No. 39-0514-059
1/ Division of Animal Nutrition, DLD, Bangkok 10400
2/ Pattalung Provincial Livestock Office

3/ Nakonsrithummarate Animal Nutrition Research Center
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