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Palm Kernel Cake as a Protein Source in Concentrate for Beef Cattle '

Chinda Snitwongﬂ Vachara Sirikul®  Udomsri Intharachote #

Abstract

The effect of substitution palm kernel cake for soybean meal in beef cattle rations
supplement were studied, using 18 male Brahman cattle of 313 kgs. body weight. The
experiment were arranged in randomized complete block design with 6 replecations and 3
dietary treatments as following. Diet 1. A soybean meal control diet. Diet 2 and 3: Diet Which
were substituted by palm kernel cake 50 and 100% of soybean meal, with urea balancing
protein level in the ration. The animal were kept individually where rice straw as a basal feed
and water were provided ad libitum. The feeding trial was lasted for 150 days.

The results have shown that average daily gain of the cattle fed the diet 3
supplement was lowest (P<0.01) from the cattle fed the diet 1 and diet 2 which both groups of
cattle were not statistically significant among group (0.400 VS 0.608 and 0.513 Kg/head/day).
Feed conversion ratio of the cattle fed diet2 and diet3 were highly significant different
(P<0.01) when compare to the cattle fed diet1. Cost of feed per gain of the cattle from the
three groups were similar. Based on the result of this study, it is recommended that the level
of palm kernel cake for soybean meal replacement was not more than 50% of soybean meal

in the ration of feed supplement for beef cattle.

*  Research Projected No. 40 — 0514 - 035
1/ Animal Nutrition Research Section. Division of Animal Nutrition, DLD, Bangkok 10400

2/ Tab Kwang Livestock Research and Breeding Center. Khangkoi, Saraburi Province.
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