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The Utilization of Pineapple Leaves for Fattening Cattle

Prachya Prachyalak1 Prathad Puipanthavong1 Jantana Boonsriri’

Abstract

In a randomized complete block design, 18 Brahman crossbred with 190 kg weight
were conducted to determine growth rate, feed efficiency, dressing percentage and cost
production by compared the effect of 3 roughage supplements.

The roughage (treatments) were; rice straw with molass and urea (group 1), fresh
grass (group2) and pineapple leaves (group3), they were fed to the cows with 16% crude
protein of concentrate feed for the cattle weight 190-300 kg; 14 % crude protein of
concentrate feed for the cattle weight 300-400 kg. All groups were given 1.5 kg of
concentrate per 100 kg of body weight and fed 3 kg dry matter of roughage per head per
day. The experimental period lasted of the body weight 400 kg, the finished steers were
slaughtered to study carcass characteristics.

The result showed that the cows fed rice straw with molass and urea, fresh grass
and pineapple leaves as roughage had average daily gain 0.68, 0.77 and 0.76 kg/head/day
respectively. Feed intake were 6.58, 6.57 and 6.29 kg/head/day respectively. Feed
conversion ratio were 9.68, 8.53 and 8.28 (P<.05) respectively, The dressing percentage
were 54.00, 54.39 and 53.75 % respectively, The cost production were 10,018, 9,708 and

9,059 Baht/head and profit from cattle were 786, 1,146 and 1,763 Baht/head respectively.

* Research project No. 38-0514-056
1 Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research Center, Petchaburi.

2 Prachuapkhirikhan Provincial Livestock Office,Prachuapkhirikhan.
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