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Preliminary Study on Forage and Silage Production from Sorghum in Small dairy farms.
Somsak Poathangl dJaroonroj Chantarasiri2

Abstract

The preh'minary study on forage and silage production from sorghum were
conducted in 10 Small dalry farms at Thumbol pangkwang |, Amphor Muang, Sakol nakorn
Province, during April 1994- June 1995. Each farmer planted 2 rai of forage sorghum line UT 203,
which was cut at 70 days of age for making silage.

The average number of Crossbred Holestein fresien cattle per farm was 86
which comprised of 3.8 milking cows. The seven farms obtained fresh sorghum yield at 200-
1,075 Kg/rai while the other three farms could not harvested. There w)vere only three farms
obtained fresh sorghum enough for silage making.

The average production cost of fresh sorghum from the three farms was 581
baht/rai or 0.55 bath/Kg. which include soil preparation, seed, fertilizer and managmént. The
average cost of silage making was 689 baht/rai for cutting, chopping, fuel and black plastic
sheet. The average production cost of sorghum silage was 1.20 bath/kg.

Milking cows were fed sorghum silage about 6-9 Kg/head/day and supplement
with rice straw and natural grasses. In the opinion of farmers, there were tendency increase milk
production when milking cows were fed sorghum silage. But only 1 farm intended to continue
making silage in dairy farm because of the high cost of production, lack of labour, limited land,
lack of seeds and other materials.

Research Rroiect No. 37-0513-042
1/ Petchaburi Animal Nutrition Research Center, Petchaburi Province.
2/ Animal Nutrition Division. Livestock Development Department.
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