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Effect of Harvesting Times on Seed Yield and Quality of Panicum maximum TD. 58

in Korat Soils. *

Weerasak Chinosaeng Jaroonroj Chantarasiri Chaisang Phaikaew **

ABSTRACT

The effect of various harvesting times on seed yield and quality of purple guinea
grass (Panicumm maximum TD. 58) was studied in Korat Soils at Khon Kaen Animal Nutrition
Research Center in 1991. Daily harvesting by shaking, of seedhead was initiated at 10,15,20,25
and 30 days after 50 % seedhead emergence.

Results, indicated no difference in seed yield harvested at 10,15, or 20 days after
seedhead emergence. Average vields(from these 3 harvesting times) of total seed yield were 15.3,
18.8, and 18.9 kgs./rai,pure seed yield were 13.2 , 163 and 166 kgs./rai and pure germinated
seed yield were 10.1, 12.6 and 12.0 kgs./rai, respectively. Delayed seed harvesting (25 and 30
days) resulted in progressively declining seed yield and quality. Therefore, it may conclude that
harvesting at 15 to 20 days after seedhead emergence should be done to get higher seed yield
and quality.

*  Research Project no. 13- 2239 -34

** Animal Nutrition Division
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