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Protein and Energy Levels in Calf Starter
for Early Weaned Calves*

1/ 1/
Punya Thammasal Sumon Pojun

_ Abstract

A Study on effects of protein and energy levels in calf starter on economic
performances of early weaned calves (3-16 Weéks of age) was conducted at Srakaew Animal
Nutrition Research Center. Twenty of crossbred Holstein Friesian male calves one week of age
were arranged into 4 treatments with 5 replications of 2x2 factorial in RBD. Two dietary protein
levels of 17% and 22% and 2 dietary energy levels of 3,100 and 3,700 kcal/kg of ME were tested.
The calves were fed milk replacer 4 kg/head/day during 1-8 weeks of age , calf starte ad libitum
individually during 3-16 weeks of age a{ld fresh para-grass after 8 weeks of age

The result showed that no significant difference between 2 protein levels diets
on growth rate, feed intake and feed conversion ratio. The calves received high energy level

| diets groups had better feed conversion ratio (P < 0.05) than the other. Calf starter containing

17% protein and 3,700 kcal ME./kg was appropriate for the best performances of early weaned
calfes.

*Researeh Project No 13-0351-34

1/Srakaew Animal Nutrition Research Center Srakaew Province
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