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Supplementation of Dried Cassava Leaves to Lactating Cows
in the Dry Season.

27
Chinda Snitwong ot Udomsri Intharachote 2 Wachara Sirikul

~ Abstract

The study was conducted to compare the effect of dried cassava leaves
supplementation for lactating cows in the dry season. Twelve crossbred cows were arranged in a
randomized complete block design with 4 replications and 3 treatments which varied the level of
dried cassava leaves supplementation at 0, 1.5 and 3.0 kg/head/d. All the cows were received rice
straw ad lib plus 7.0 kg/head/d of concentrate (18%CP), two time feeding daily. Milk production
were recorded and milk samples were collected every 21 days.

The result from 120 expen'memal days showed no significant difference in average
dry matter feed intake. Total dry matter feed intake were 10.54 , 11.38 and 12.27 kg/head/d,
respectively or 2.48, 2;60 and 2.85 percent of body weight, respectively. Milk production was
increased with the increase level of dried cassava leaves supplementation. Milk production and
milk quality of lactating cows supplemented with dried cassava leaves supplements at 1.5 and 3.0
kg/head/d were similar but they were significantly higher (p<0.05) than the unsupplement group.
Milk production were 10.74, 13.57 and 14.68 kg/head/d, respectively or 10.56 14.77 and 16.71 kg. 4%
FCM /d, respectively. The total feed cost/kg of milk yield from the cassava leaves supplemented
group were lower than the control group. It was concluded that the dried cassava leaf is able to be
a source of protein supplement for milking cows. Further more, the cows did not show any toxic

symtom form cassava leaves supplementation.

) Research Projected No 37-0513-041
’ Animal Nutrition Research Section, Division of Animal Nutrition, DLD, Bangkok.

’ Tab Kwang livestock research and Breeding Center, Khangkoi, Saraburi Province.
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