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Verification and Demonstration on Use of Ruzi Grass Silage

as Roughage for Milking Cows in the Dry Season. ’

Chinda Snittwong v Kalaya Boonyanuwat d

| A’bstraét,

On-farm feeding tnal was carried out using ruzi grass silage as the roughage based
diet compared to rice straw for milking cows of Holstein Friesian crossbred in small holder. Each
group of cow was given 18% protein concentrate supplements at the rate of 1 kg of concentrate per
2 kg of milk, two times daily. The experiment lasted for 90 days. Milk yield, milk quality and feed
dry matter intake between the two groups were not significantly different (P > 0.05). Milk yield (4%
FCM) averaged 10.09 and 9.45 kg/hd/d, while the total dry matter intake averaged 9.79 and 8.10
kg/hd/d, respectively. It is observed that the ensiling of ruzi grass increased cost of roughage dry
matter production. Accordingly, the cows fed with ruzi grass silage as roughage showed lower net
income than those fed with rice straw. The farmers accepted l:!m preserved feed as silage can be
used for feeding the dairy cattle during the dry season. However, the quality of silage produced and
the way to reduce cc;st of silage production are also important.

" Research Projected No. 36-1303-03
v Animal Nutrition Research Section, Division of Animal Nutrition, DLD, Bangkok.

v Tab Kwang Livestock Research and Breeding Center, Khangkoi, Saraburi Province.
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