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Use of Dried Leucaena Leaves as Roughage for Lamb Fattening*

/ /

Punya 'l'hammasaml Praseyt Pojun'u Sumon l’ojunl

abstract

The trial was conducted to compare performance of lambs fattening which received
different roughages. Eighteen Merino-Native lambs which 17 kilograms body weight were divided
into 3 groups of 6 animals each by randomized complete block design. The group 1,2 and 3 were
fed adJJ.bn:um with. fresh grass(Para-grass), hay and dried leucaena leaves, respectively. There were
supplementation of concentrate about 3% body weight in each group. The fattening period was
finished until 36 kilogr‘ams of body weight. The result showed that average daily gain were 154.78,
116.52 and 13319 grams/day, fattening period were 118.83, 154 and 136 days and feed conversion
ratio were 6.58,‘7.82 and 6.37, respectively. The average daily gain fattening period and feed
conversion ratio between the’grou;i received dried leucaena leaves and the group received fresh
grass were not significant different. The feed intake (total DM intake) of group 1,2 and 3 were 1.02,
0.91 and 0.85 kg./head/day or 3.80, 3.42 and 3.20 percentage of body weight, respectively which was
significant different between group 1 and 3 (1.02 and 0.85). Carcass characteristics were not
statistically different. Total feed costs in gain per kilogram were 17.18, 20.60 and 18.06 bahts.
respectively Using dried leucaena leaves as roughage for lamb fattening can be done if farmers have

available leucaena leaves or provide by themselves.

* Research project No. 13-0708-31

1/ Sra Kaew Animal Nutrition Research Center, Sra Kaew Province
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