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A Study on the Stocking Rates of Sheep on Ruei Pasture.*

Pensri Sornprasiti1 Srichit Simaraks ° Pongpetch Sinthisong " Chanchai Manidool °

Abstract

A study on the stocking rates of sheep grazing ruzi pasture at 4,6,8 and 10 head/rai
using continuous grazing system for 20 weeks at Pakchong Animal Nutrition Research Center.
From the beginning of the experiment until 2 weeks , the body weight of all group increased
and then decreased . Stocking rates at 10,8 and 6 head /rai caused the overgrazing to occur
and poor performance of the sheep was observed .Stocking rate at 4 head/rai showed
resonably weight gain (48.57 gm./head/day) with pasture still being in good condition.

During 30-50 day from the beginning of the grazing,it was observed that 8 sheep were
infected with Fungus Pithomyces chartarum .This was formed also on grass stump,soil, eyelids
and body of the sheep . Eight sheep died during that period and post mortem showed
deformation of liver, bile duct showing the symptoms of Jaundice similar to Facial Eczema

incidence.

* Research Project 13-0214-29
1. pakchong Animal Nutrition Research Center
2. Khon kaen Animal Nutrition Research Center

3. Animal Nutrition Division Department of Liveslock Development.
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