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Induced Mutation Breeding in Chrysopogon orientalis

Abstract

Chrysopogon orientalis is a local grass of East Coast of the Southern Thailand. It

can grow on limestone and coastal sand areas where other plants cannot grow well.
This grass is used for feeding the cattle, but its yield and quality is low. Therefore
mutation breeding by radiation is conducted to improve yield and quality. Seeds were
irradiated with gamma ray at dose of 400 and 600 gray and planted at Chainat Forage
Crops Station. Percentage of survival was very low, especially in 600 grays. Only few M2
seedling survived because of the Phytophthora spp. Fusarium spp. This experiment will
be repeated again in May 1986.
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