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Abstract

The objeétive of this study was to determine whether the 0il-
distillation method could be used to replace the Oven~drying method
for the detérmination of the moisture content of forages. This
research is necessary because the Oven-drying method requires - .

relatively expensive equipment and analysis has to be done in the

laboratory. For the Oil-distillation method, however, the equipment

needs are quite simple and relatively inexpensive. It also has the
advantage over the Oven—dry1ng menthad of being lass time consuming

and the capability of being used in the field.

A total of 42 samples including 34 forqge samples (ranglng
from 10 to 90 percent moisture) and 8 seed samples (6 to 13 percent

moisture) were used to determine moisture content by using both 0il-

distillation and Oven-drying methods. It -was found that the moisture r

values of the samples obtained by both methods were relatively similar

although the values tend to be slightly higher for the Oil-distillation

method. Average moisture contents of all forages as determined by
Oil-distillation and Oven-dryiﬁg method were 68.92 and 68,66 percent

respectively, and were not significantly different. In the case of

seed samples, average moisture contents determined by the 2 different

methods were 9.31 and 9.18 percent, respectively, Therefore, it may

be concluled that, with a proper techique, the 0Oil- distlllatlon method
is quite accurate in determining the moisture content of fucage and

can be used to replace the Oven-drying method when necessary.
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