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Abstracts

Two series of feeding experiments, aiming to explore the aconomic
feasibility of finishing meat rabbit on completed diets, were conducted by using
weanling native cross rabbits (56 days of age). In the first experiment, 40 rabbits
were devided into 8 groups of 5 (3 males and 2 females) each, hoursed individually,
and fed ad libitum quantities of completed diets containing either corn of sorghum or
broken rice or cassava chips combination with 2 levels of protein (16 and 14% and 2
levels of digestible energy (DE, 2700 and 2600 kcal/kg.diet). In the experiment 2, 48
rabbits were devided into 12 groups of 4 (3 males and 1 females) each, hoursed
indivedually, and fed ad libitum quantities of completed diets containing either corn or
broken rice or cassava chips combination with 2 levels of protein (16 and 14%) and 2
levels of DE (2600 and 2500 kcal/kg. diet). It was found from both experiments that
corn, broken rice and cassava chip diets except for sorghum gained weight and
utilization of feed similarly. In Experiment 1, levels of protein and energy in the
completed, diet except for sorghum had no effects on weight gain in starting (56-84
days of age) growing (84-112 days of age) and whole tested period (56-112 days of
age) but had effects on feed efficiency The high protein and energy diets resulted in a
atatistically significant (P < 0.05) improved in feed conversion ration in starting and
whole tested period but no effect on growing period. In experiment 2, weight gain
and feed conversion of starting and whole tested period decreased linearly with

decreasing of levels of protein and energy in the completed diets. It was consequently

1/ Supported in part by National Research Council of Thailand 1981

2/ Department of Animal Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Khon Kaen University Khon Kaen
40002, Thailand

3/ Division of Animal Nutrition, Dept. of Livestock Development, working at NEROA.

4/ North East Reginal Office of Agriculture, The Phra, Khon Kaen. (NEROA)



proposed from this 2 experiments that the optimum feeding regime for starting and
whole tested period were 14% protein with DE 2600 kcal/kg. diet and for growing
period was 14% protein with DE 2500 kacl/kg. diet.

In both experiments, low protein and energy in completed diets (high
fiber diets) resulted in a statistically aignificant decrease in digestibility of dry matter
and energy and significant increase in volume, length and weight of cecum. Protein
and fiber digestibility and chemical composition of carcass (% moisture, % protein and
% ash) except for % fat were maintained at the same level on the high protein and
energy completed diets as on the lower protein and energy completed diets as on the
lower protein and energy completed daiets. The high protein energy completed diets

resulted in a statistically significant increase in fat content in the carcass.
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lalng 152 20 20 20 20 20 20 20
Nag 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
FRN 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Calculated Analysis :

Iﬂ‘j‘ﬁu, % 16.52 16.68 16.36 16.28 1454 1468 14.38 14.26
Lﬁ‘ﬂiﬂ (CF) 6.21 6.28 6.10 6.24 13.0 12.9 12.8 12.8
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W NMNTULAN
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ERBY 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Calculated Analysis :
T1lsfiu, % 16.21  16.00 14.18 14.02 16.14 1803 14.30 14.00 16.17 16.02 14.24 14.06
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seauTLR (%) Waznasany (DE, kcal/kg.) lianung

Hayafinaaey
T, T, T, T, T, T, T, T,
16 16 16 16 14 14 14 14
2700 2700 2700 2700 2600 2600 2600 2600
&
AYINA, NA/NN.UUHD 260" 211" 272" 333" 365’ 340° 359° 363°
AN, T, 57.1%° 52.3° 53.3" 54.2° 64.2° 62.2° 61.8° 71.8°
VTN, nE/NN.1.4 50 24.2° 25.8° 25.9° 26.8" 30.0° 28.0° 27.9° 29.0°
Aurlsz@nanselesld -
Faurks, % 77.9° 76.5° 76.5° 78.0° 72.0° 71.9° 72.2° 72.9°
T1lsfiu, % 75.8 75.1 75.2 76.5 75.2 74.9 74.9 75.6
WANY, % 74.0° 73.3"° 72.8° 73.5° 71.1° 69.4° 69.6° 70.5°
Fale, % 314 31.2 31.1 31.4 31.0 31.0 30.5 30.6
Hansysing
AT, % 77.9 70.2 79.6 776 78.4 79.8 78.6 79.8
T1lsfiu, % 20.6 21.3 21.9 20.7 21.4 22.8 21.2 20.9
T, % 0.98" 0.84 0.81° 0.93" 0.76" 0.68" 0.63" 0.72°
W, % 1.23 1.19 1.28 1.26 1.16 1.20 1.24 1.98

AnuINNH8INn Hag wMlefLaAN TN TINANUANFAWNAUNNE]R (P < 0.05)
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seauTLleRU (%) Laznasany (DE, kecallkg.) luanums
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T, T, T, T, T Ts T, Ty

16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16
2700 2700 2700 2700 2600 2600 2600 2600

RUIUNsTFEENARe, 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

wefidusnisane - - - - - - - -

YAANRIVNTAR NN., UM

°]J")\‘]‘m%(|‘ 50 — 84 Ju 13.03 12.71 11.05 10.01 11.91 16.14 13.50 12.04
ﬁ%ﬂ‘ﬂ’]‘&lﬁ 84 - 112 94 90.80 22.61 22.70 21.94 22.14 24.40 19.90 21.29

°ﬁ'N@"]EJ 56 — 112 94 15.56 16.46 15.35 14.95 17.03 16.20 19.31 16.58
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