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Carrying capacity of legume-based pasture : paragrass centrosema
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Abstract

A grazing trial was carried out at Pakchong to determine the carrying capacity of para-
centro pasture using stocking at 3, 4 and 5 rai per head (2.0, 1.56 and 1.25 head/ha) for a
period of 18 months.

The average daily gains were 0.43, 0.51 and 0.53 kg/head/day for the stocking rates
2.0, 1.56 and 1.25 head/ha respectively. It was abserved that although the stocking rate at 2.0
head/ha could increase weight gain but the pasture condition at nearly the end of the
experiment was not very satisfactory. It was dominated by need and little amount of feed
abserved, On the other hand, low stocking at 1.25 head/ha resulted in surpluse feed and
grasses become ranked and unused by the animals and the legumes were suppressed.

Digestion trial showed that the digestibility of the pasture were 47.3, 44.9 and 42.1
percent for grass sample from paddock being stocked at 2.0, 1.56 and 1.25 head/ha

respectively.
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