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Intercropping of Kenaf (Hibiscus sabdariffa)

with Verano stylo (Styosanthes hamata CV. Verano)
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Abstract

The experiment was conducted at The Northeast Regional Office  of
Agriculture, Khon — Kaen, in 1979 and 1980 to study the effects of intercropping
of kenaf with Verano stylo on the vyields of kenaf and Verano stylo. Hot water
treated Verano stylo seeds were drilled in a row between kenaf row (50 cm. row
spacing on the N-S direction) at different planting times.

In 1979, no significant reduction in kenaf fiber yields were found when
Verano stylo was planted simaltaneously with kenaf or either 2 or 4 weeks after
kenaf planting. Dry matter yield of Verano stylo was highest when it was planed
at the time as kenaf (422 kg/rai), intermediate when planted 2 weeks after kenaf (285
kg /rai) and lowest when plant 4 weeks after kenaf (only 34 kg / rai).

It was observed in the second year (1980) that intercropped Verano stylo
either at the same time or 2 weeks after kenaf planting had no effect on kenaf
fiver yield. However, the dry matter yields of Verano stylo for those 2 respective
treatments in this year were only 295 and 200 kg/rai. Although planting Verano
stylo 2 weeks befor kenaf gave a relatively high dry matter yield (640 kg/rai), it
caused a marked decreased in kenaf fiber yield (152 kg/rai as compared to
248 kg/rai for the control plots). The crude protein content of Verano stylo for all
treatments wers relatively similar with the average values of 11 — 13% on DM

basis.
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