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Utilization of legume-grass mixture with low level of concentrate feeding for fattening rabbits
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Abstract

Thirty weaning native-cross rabbits (56 days of age) were used in an experiment
aiming to see if it was possible to fatten rabbit on concentrate restriction with supplemented
roughages. A 17% protein corn-soybean meal diet was offerred, at either 80 or 70% of ad
libitum feeding levels, to groups of rabbits receiving grass or legume or their combination.
Roughages and water were offerred at all time during a 56-day tested period. It was found that
body weight gain, feed conversion in all test periods (56-84, 84-112 and 56-112 days of age) or
carcass quality were not affected by level of concentrate restriction or kind of supplemented
roughages. The economic evaluation indicated that the concentrate restriction at 80% with any
kind of supplemented roughage was preferable over the 70% restriction and thus was

recommended.
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